
READING: J.K’s Rowling descriptions in “Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone”  
 

1. Read the descriptions and highlight the key words about physical description 
2. Guess who is described. 
3. Guess the underlined words by using the context and what you know about the story. 

 
" [He] had a thin face, […] black hair and bright-green eyes. He wore round glasses held together with a lot of 
Sellotape because of all the times Dudley had punched him on the nose. The only thing he] liked about his own 
appearance was a very thin scar on his forehead which was shaped like a bolt of lightning." 
à ………………………………….. 
 
"She had a bossy sort of voice, lots of bushy brown hair, and rather large front teeth." à ………………………… 
 
"He was tall, thin, and gangling, with freckles, big hands and feet, and a long nose." à ……………………………. 
 
"He was tall, thin and very old, judging by the silver of his hair and beard, which were both long enough to tuck 
into his belt. He was wearing long robes, a purple cloak  […] and boots. His blue eyes were light, bright and 
sparkling behind half-moon spectacles and his nose was very long and crooked […] "   
à ………………………………….. 
 
"a rather severe-looking woman who was wearing square glasses exactly the shape of the markings the cat had 
had around its eyes. She, too, was wearing a cloak, an emerald one. Her black hair was drawn into a tight bun." 
à ………………………………….. 
 
"a teacher with greasy black hair, a hooked nose, and sallow skin" à ……………………………………………… 
 
"He was almost twice as tall as a normal man and at least five times as wide. He looked simply too big to be 
allowed, and so wild - long tangles of bushy black hair and beard hid most of his face, he had hands the size of 
dustbin lids and his feet in their leather boots were like baby dolphins." à …………………………………………. 

 
READING: J.K’s Rowling descriptions in “Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone”  

 
1. Read the descriptions and highlight the key words about physical description 
2. Guess who is described. 
3. Guess the underlined words by using the context and what you know about the story. 

 
" [He] had a thin face, […] black hair and bright-green eyes. He wore round glasses held together with a lot of 
Sellotape because of all the times Dudley had punched him on the nose. The only thing he] liked about his own 
appearance was a very thin scar on his forehead which was shaped like a bolt of lightning." 
à ………………………………….. 
 
"She had a bossy sort of voice, lots of bushy brown hair, and rather large front teeth." à ………………………… 
 
"He was tall, thin, and gangling, with freckles, big hands and feet, and a long nose." à ……………………………. 
 
"He was tall, thin and very old, judging by the silver of his hair and beard, which were both long enough to tuck 
into his belt. He was wearing long robes, a purple cloak  […] and boots. His blue eyes were light, bright and 
sparkling behind half-moon spectacles and his nose was very long and crooked […] "   
à ………………………………….. 
 
"a rather severe-looking woman who was wearing square glasses exactly the shape of the markings the cat had 
had around its eyes. She, too, was wearing a cloak, an emerald one. Her black hair was drawn into a tight bun." 
à ………………………………….. 
 
"a teacher with greasy black hair, a hooked nose, and sallow skin" à ……………………………………………… 
 
"He was almost twice as tall as a normal man and at least five times as wide. He looked simply too big to be 
allowed, and so wild - long tangles of bushy black hair and beard hid most of his face, he had hands the size of 
dustbin lids and his feet in their leather boots were like baby dolphins." à …………………………………………. 


