
My Internship Experience- Abroad! 

 
This past summer, I had the opportunity to intern abroad in Krakow, Poland. Now, I know 
what you’re thinking- why in the world would I travel thousands of miles for a summer 
internship? I decided to push myself out of my comfort zone by challenging myself to gain a 
more global view of business. My corporate experience had strictly been based in America 
before I had the opportunity to go abroad. Working with skilled professionals at the IBM 
Client Innovation Center in Poland gave me a chance to appreciate the importance of 
cultural understanding and diversity. As a leadership development intern at IBM, I was 
quickly immersed in the culture of the company. I participated in client visits, boot camps, 
seminars, and discussions of a variety of topics with IBM’s specialists. One of the most 
enlightening aspects of working for IBM was meeting for lunch with “IBMers” from 
functional divisions of the company. Not only did I hear firsthand about the role that their 
culture and background had on their work, but also how they each managed their work-life 
balance.  
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Part 1: Global Comprehension  

1. Where did Sydney Fredette do her 
internship? a) In the USA b) In Poland c) In 
Canada 
2. Why did she decide to do an internship 
abroad? a) She wanted to go beyond her 
limits b) She wanted to visit family abroad c) 
She was required to do it for school 
Part 2: Detailed Comprehension 
1. What company did she work for? 
   a) IBM b) Microsoft c) Google 

2. What was her role at IBM? 
   a) Marketing assistant b) Leadership 
development intern c) Human resources 
officer 
3. What kind of activities did she 
participate in? a) Language courses b) 
Client visits c) Shopping tours 
4. What did she enjoy most during her 
internship? a) Sightseeing in Krakow              
b) Talking with IBM employees over lunch 
c) Working alone on reports 

Part 3: Vocabulary 

1. A summer internship is: a) A job you do during summer vacation to gain experience. b) A trip 
you take with your family. c) A language course abroad 

2. Skilled professionals are people who: a) Are still learning basic tasks b) Have training and 
experience in their job c) Only work part-time 

3. Cultural understanding means: a) Knowing how to cook foreign food b) Understanding and 
respecting other ways of life c) Learning a new language perfectly 

4. Boot camps in a business context are: a) Military training sessions b) Intensive training 
sessions to quickly learn something c) A type of work uniform 



 

 


